
Our annual leadership seminars are right around the corner. 
Now is your chance to select one of your Sophomores to attend.

Inside is everything you need to change the life of a student and the future of America!
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When I began Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) in 1958, I had a vision of making a 
difference in the lives of young people.  Now, nearly five decades later, I am astonished and
blessed by the success of our alumni and the continued enthusiasm of the young men and
women who have truly been motivated by attending our HOBY programs.  

Last year, 8,000 high school sophomores attended one of our 71 HOBY Leadership Seminars
throughout the United States and Canada.  On the international front, HOBY-style programs 
also took place in Argentina, Bolivia, China, Israel, Korea, Mexico, and Taiwan.  HOBY has proven
to be a memorable, motivating experience for the more than 345,000 high school sophomores

who have already attended a HOBY leadership program.  This year, why not let your outstanding and deserving
sophomore be a part of this HOBY community?  

I am confident you know at least one 10th grader with demonstrated leadership or leadership potential.  Show them
you care and would like to invest in the future.  All sophomores are eligible for the HOBY leadership seminar and 
are encouraged to apply.  A Student Application, which will assist you in your selection process, is enclosed for 
your convenience.  

Please read through the enclosed materials, which provides all you need to seek out, recognize, and develop an 
outstanding 10th grade leader in your school.  Then register your student by going to our website, www.hoby.org,
and using your HOBY school ID and password found on the HOBY Student Registration Form.  Or you may submit
the enclosed form by mail or fax.  

I know there are other leadership programs out there, but none has the prestige or record of success that HOBY
offers.  We’ve worked hard to make our program the “best of the best.”  Just ask any of our alumni and I know 
you’ll like what you hear!

Thanks for caring and ensuring a new generation of leaders,

Hugh O’Brian
Founder and Chairman of the 
Executive Committee

“An extraordinary high proportion of HOBY participants have gone on to leadership positions 
in business, government and education.  This is just one of the reasons leading colleges and 
universities take special notice of student applications that feature HOBY participation.” 

– Dr. Malcolm Gillis, University Professor and Past President of Rice University, Houston, Texas.

Dear Guidance Counselor,



About HOBY
HOBY’s widely acclaimed international program began in 1958 when actor Hugh O’Brian returned from Africa,
inspired by a nine-day visit spent working and talking with Dr. Albert Schweitzer.  Two weeks after his return to
the U.S., O’Brian, who was portraying legendary lawman Wyatt Earp on television, decided to make his own 
contribution to society by establishing Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership.  He chose youth leadership as the most
promising enterprise that HOBY could promote.

HOBY’s Mission
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership provides lifelong leadership development opportunities that 

empower individuals to achieve their highest potential.

The Vision
To motivate and empower individuals to make a positive difference within our global society, through 

understanding and action, based on effective and compassionate leadership.

Core Values
Volunteerism • Excellence • Organizational Integrity • Diversity • Innovative Thinking

Community Partnership • Lifelong Learning Leadership Opportunities

Benefits and Expected Outcomes
For nearly five decades, HOBY has worked diligently at helping young people make a difference and become
positive catalysts for change in the home, school, workplace and community.  As one of the nation’s foremost
youth leadership development organizations, HOBY is respected worldwide and is recognized on college
entrance applications.

Through HOBY’s unique and highly interactive weekend programs, we introduce high school sophomores 
to distinguished leaders of the community from various sectors such as business, technology, education, 
government, arts, and science.  Through intense but informal panel discussions, HOBY participants get a 
realistic look at their nation, its people, and their own role in the world community.

Along with students of similar goals and aspirations, HOBY Ambassadors enhance their leadership skills and 
discover that they are not alone in their desire to lead and to make their schools and communities a better 
place.  The leadership seminars consist of question-and-answer sessions, small group discussions, and 
leadership exercises, which allow these future leaders to better understand the meaning of leadership 
and begin to identify their own particular leadership strengths.  

In addition, many of HOBY’s cooperating organizations and related youth programs offer other benefits to 
HOBY Alumni in the form of trips, scholarships, discounts, and other opportunities!

At HOBY, we teach students how to think, not what to think.



Q
A

1. Promote the Program: Encourage all teachers affiliated with the sophomore class to mention HOBY in their classes.  Distribute the
Student Application included in this packet.  Make an announcement to the student body.  Encourage all 10th graders to apply and to learn
more about HOBY by visiting www.hoby.org.  

2. Essay Competition (optional): An essay competition may sharpen the selection process.  A sample essay topic could be: “In 75 to 100
words, please describe the most rewarding and challenging aspect of being a leader in your school and community.”  (Please do not send
student essays or any other paperwork to HOBY’s International Office. The Official HOBY Registration Form is the only form necessary from
the school.)  

3. Selection of Finalists: Leadership ability surpasses race, ethnicity, gender, and socio-economic status.  Those with demonstrated or
potential leadership ability can come from anywhere, so all groups should be considered in selecting your HOBY Ambassador.  The most
difficult part is selecting only one student to attend the seminar.  

Students with demonstrated or potential leadership ability may exhibit one or more of the following traits (list is not exhaustive): 

• Outstanding oral and/or written communication skills

• Critical and/or creative thinking

• Creative problem solving

• Strong decision-making skills

• Sensitivity to the needs or concerns of others

• Charismatic personality (others gravitate towards him or her)

• Courage to speak out for one’s beliefs

• Courage to challenge authority

• Participation in community service activities 

Q: WHEN DO I NEED TO SUBMIT THE REGISTRATION?
A: As soon as possible since space is limited.  The guaranteed acceptance date is November 23, 2005. 

HOBY Registration Forms received after November 23rd will be considered on a space available basis.

Q: HOW DO I KNOW MY STUDENT HAS BEEN ACCEPTED?
A: An automatic email message will be sent to both you and your Ambassador once the Ambassador is entered 

into our database and the $150 registration fee has been received.  Please remember that your Ambassador 
is not officially registered until the registration fee has been received by HOBY.

Q: HOW MUCH IS THE REGISTRATION FEE AND WHO PAYS?
A: The school is asked to pay the $150 Registration Fee, which is a small portion of the total cost of your Ambassador's meals, lodging, 

activities, and training materials for the 3- or 4-day seminar. If the school is not able to pay the fee, please consider Booster/Activity clubs,
PTA, or other creative options in your community for sponsorship. Finally, parents of the selected Ambassador can elect to pay the fee. 

Q: WHAT IS THE REFUND POLICY?
A: Cancellations made 30 days prior to the seminar date are entitled to a full refund minus a $25 processing fee. No refunds will be issued 

within 30 days of the seminar start date, so we highly suggest selecting an alternate student.

Q: WHEN AND WHERE IS THE HOBY SEMINAR?
A: Seminars are scheduled between mid-March and mid-June, 2006.  As the dates are determined, they will be posted on the calendar 

section of HOBY’s website, www.hoby.org, along with your local HOBY contact. Your selected Ambassador will be notified with specific 
date, location, and local registration information within eight to six weeks of your HOBY Seminar.  

Q: WHAT IF THE AMBASSADOR I SELECTED CANNOT ATTEND?
A: If your primary representative is unable to attend, please extend the opportunity to your alternate and advise HOBY 

by calling 310-474-4370.

Please visit http://www.hoby.org/Schools/faqs.shtml for more Frequently Asked Questions.

&

Three Easy Steps for Selecting Your HOBY Ambassador



September 2005

Dear Colleague:

Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) is now accepting applications for their 2006 HOBY
Leadership Seminars.  Celebrating 48 years of leadership education, HOBY is the nation’s only
program exclusively designed for high school sophomores. The HOBY program has my strongest
personal support, as well as that of the National Association of Secondary School Principals
(NASSP). 

All sophomores are eligible and should be encouraged to apply to HOBY.  The three- and 
four-day leadership seminars are held in every state each spring.  Please take this opportunity 
to recognize an outstanding 10th grader from your school during this important decision-making
time in his or her life.  The guaranteed acceptance deadline is November 23, 2005.  Applications
postmarked after November 23, will be considered on a space-available basis. Last year, 8,000
outstanding sophomores attended HOBY Leadership Seminars.  Don’t let one of your students
miss out.  I encourage you to take advantage of this excellent HOBY opportunity 
immediately.  

The registration fee of $150 covers only a minimum of the overall costs for the program, and 
is small compared to the great benefits your student will experience at HOBY. Local volunteers,
businesses, and organizations such as the General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC),
Jaycees, Kiwanis, Lions Clubs, Optimists, Rotary, and others in your community are raising the
remainder of the fees to pay for your student’s room and board.  If your school cannot underwrite
the $150 registration fee, please ask your school’s booster club, PTA, or other support group to
underwrite the fees and invest in the future of your deserving sophomore.  

In addition to the local seminar, all attending students will be given the opportunity to attend
HOBY’s seven-day leadership program, the World Leaders Congress (WLC) being held in
Washington, DC in July 2006.  Over 30 countries will send their outstanding 10th graders to 
interact with our American sophomore leaders.  The WLC is truly an opportunity for young 
leaders of the world to come together and develop the skills to create a better future! 

Thank you for your commitment to HOBY and its mission of “motivating tomorrow’s leaders
today.”  Please select your outstanding sophomore now!

Gerald N. Tirozzi
Executive Director

P.S. If you have any questions about the enclosed materials, please contact HOBY at:
310-474-4370, ext. 400 (phone), 310-475-5426 (fax), or hoby@hoby.org (email).
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What World Leaders are 
Saying About Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership
George W. Bush, 
43rd President of the United States
“Education plays an essential role in helping students develop
into future leaders.  The skills and ideas young people acquire
will help them make wise decisions in the coming years.
Through these seminars, held annually in each of our United
States, Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership provides excellent 
opportunities for students to better understand the workings 
of democracy and the free enterprise system.”

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
United States Senator, New York
“By encouraging leadership and educating teenagers about 
the vast world of opportunities before them, the Hugh O’Brian
Youth Leadership (HOBY) program is making a very important
contribution to our nation’s future.” 

Muhammad Ali, 
Olympic Gold Medalist & Heavyweight Boxing Champ
“In this world, success comes to those with confidence and 
faith in themselves.  Hugh O’Brian’s youth organization, HOBY 
is the GREATEST in developing that confidence in outstanding
10th graders selected annually to represent over 13,500 public
and private high schools at one of HOBY’s leadership seminars.
What an outstanding role model for our future!”

Paul D. Houston, Ed. D,  Executive Director 
American Association of School Administrators
"As the executive director of the professional organization 
representing the nation's superintendents and other school 
system leaders, I recognize the importance of bringing 
rich, real-life experiences to young people. HOBY is to 
be commended for its efforts on behalf of students. 
AASA is a strong supporter of this program."

What Student Ambassadors 
are Saying About Hugh O’Brian
Youth Leadership
Lauren E. Winterfeld, Sugar Land, Texas (2003 Alumna)
“All these experiences have encouraged me to think for 
myself and to be aware of the needs of other people around 
me.  Being an ambassador means that I am a person charged
with the responsibility to represent what is good and positive 
in the world.  I don’t look at the world, my country, my life, or
even my friends the same now.  My perspective has been
changed, and the possibilities seem endless.”

Caroline Mailloux, Massachusetts (2001 Alumna)
“HOBY has been the single most empowering event of my 
life.  Through my volunteer work I’m able to give back to 
my community and continue to grow as an individual. 

Jennifer Brogin, Los Angles, CA (1998 Alumna)
"My experience at the HOBY Seminar began the significant 
metamorphosis of my life, an evolution that has continued in 
my public responsibilities and through today… I garner respect
for my accomplishments, abilities, and ideas primarily because 
I now respect myself, and know that I have other meaningful 
contributions to make. I am the case history about whom the
advertisement copy was written: ‘Let the world change you so
you can change the world’."

Maria Jeanette Lacayo, Florida (1997 Alumna)
“HOBY has been one of the most influential activities in my 
life.  The many HOBY alums I have met over the years are life
long brothers and sisters.  Thank you HOBY for giving me and 
so many other students the opportunity to be leaders among 
our peers and make a difference in our community.”

HOBY is supported by a winning team
of cooperating organizations!


